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M O D E R N  A R T 
Artist Willough 

MacFarlane 
creates fantasy 

worlds in her  
work (left)
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          Behind the lens
Talented young photographer 
Willough MacFarlane is gaining a 
following after winning an Emerging 
Artist Award at the 2014 NZ Art Show

T E L L  U S  A B O U T  Y O U R  W O R K
My practice is photographically based.  
I build fantasy worlds and environments 
and explore alternative ideas using film 
and digital photography, watercolour, 
drawing… whatever fits the concept.  
I love the contrasting ideas of 
dimensions and space in photography; 
even though photographs are flat, each 
contains objects and shapes that are 
three-dimensional.
W H A T  H A S  T H I S  A W A R D  G I V E N  Y O U ?
Before my nomination by my 
university, I had no idea if I (or 
anyone else) liked my work –  

I enjoyed it but was unsure. Winning 
the award gave me confidence in my 
work and an introduction into the 
art community.
W H Y  I S  W E L L I N G T O N  A  H O T S P O T  F O R 
E M E R G I N G  A R T I S T S ?
�e impact of creative campuses  
such as Massey University and 
Victoria University are huge. People 
in Wellington appreciate, enjoy and 
encourage all forms of art – not just 
visual arts, but performance, 
conceptual art, installations and  
film. �ere are a lot of emerging 
artists in Wellington and everyone  
is collaborative and supportive of  
one another.
Willough MacFarlane will exhibit 
some of her photographic work at 
30upstairs gallery from 30 April. 
willoughmacfarlane.com

FACES OF 
THE ARTS

WE SPOKE  TO  YOUNG CREAT IVES  
AND  THE IR  SUPPORTERS  ABOUT WHAT 
MAKES  WELL INGTON AN  IDEAL  HOME  

FOR  EMERGING  ART ISTS
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  All on show
Midge Murray is artist liaison for the 
NZ Art Show, which presents four 
awards each year to promising 
emerging artists

T E L L  U S  A B O U T  T H E  N Z  A R T  S H O W 
E M E R G I N G  A R T I S T  A W A R D S 
�ese awards aim to recognise and 
encourage art students who show 
excellence. �e prize money and 
exposure can really give them a head 
start and help launch their careers. �e 
award is open to all media; winners 
have included painters, photographers, 
printmakers, mixed media artists and 
also installation artists. Last year one 
winner was light sculptor, Alvin Xiong.

  Great space
Mal Brow, photographer and art 
collector, is owner and curator at 
30upstairs, a gallery dedicated to 
exhibiting work by emerging artists

T E L L  U S  A B O U T  3 0 U P S T A I R S
We aim to give emerging artists a foot  
in the door with a space where they 
can show their work and be exposed  
to the art world – art collectors, dealers, 
curators. We look at art schools, we go 
to exhibitions, we meet artists and 
work with those who intrigue us. �e 
artists get a show, which we pay for, 
curate and manage. We also help them 
sell their work, though we don’t take 
commission. What we show varies – 
we’ve done installations, photography, 
video, sculpture and paintings. 
W H A T  D O  Y O U  L O V E  A B O U T  T H E 
E M E R G I N G  A R T S  S C E N E ?
Meeting the people and getting to know 
how they work. Artists are curious  
and interesting people. I love all the 
different types of art that come 
through, and the enthusiasm that these 
young artists have is fantastic to see.
30upstairs has exhibitions throughout 
April. 30 Courtenay Place, Wellington. 
30upstairs.co.nz

W H A T ’ S  T H E  E M E R G I N G  A R T I S T 
S C E N E  L I K E  I N  W E L L I N G T O N ?
It’s electric! It’s easy to get around and 
see multiple exhibitions in one day.  
I like doing the ‘Gallery Crawl’ and 
visiting all the galleries in inner city 
Wellington, Porirua and the Hutt. 
�ere are a lot of ways emerging artists 
can showcase their art in Wellington 
– there are public and community 
galleries, lots of cafés that will hang 
art, pop-up galleries and, of course, 
the NZ Art Show, which showcases 
works by hundreds of artists each year. 
�e 2015 NZ Art Show will be held 
19–21 June, and entries for the 
Emerging Artist Awards, presented  
19 June, close 15 April. artshow.co.nz
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B R I G H T  T H I N G S  
The NZ Art Show 

rewards emerging 
artists like Alvin 

Xiong and his light 
sculptures (right)

P H O T O  ( R I G H T )  S U P P L I E D
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       Artist in residence
Laila O’Brien creates experimental 
works from varied materials. �is 
month she finishes a three-month 
residency at 30upstairs gallery with  
a solo exhibition 

T E L L  U S  A B O U T  Y O U R S E L F
Painting and installation are my usual 
methods. My current project derives 
from a piece of family history – my 
grandmother and the brothel she ran. 
My idea is about the environment and 
ambience, and what it was like to see 
that place as a child. It’s an installation 
piece using fabrics and sewing with  
a video piece to go with it. 
W H Y  I S  W E L L I N G T O N  G R E A T  F O R 
E M E R G I N G  A R T I S T S ?
Wellington has such a creative culture 
– partly that’s due to the universities. 
�ere’s also a lot of crossover between 
arts practices and everyone is willing 
to help one another out so you get to 
expand your circle and meet people.
W H E R E  C A N  E M E R G I N G  A R T I S T S 
E X H I B I T  T H E I R  W O R K ?
Toi Poneke Arts Centre and 30upstairs 
gallery both offer guidance for artists 
with things like marketing and how 
to run a show. �ere’s also pop-up 
gallery Elbowroom, and In Good 
Company, which offers pop-up 
shows. Letting Space helps artists take 
up vacant property for their work, 
while �istle Hall is a community 
gallery that hosts exhibitions. 
Laila’s work will be exhibited at the 
end of her residency at 30upstairs 
from 1 April. lailaobrien.co.nz

“Wellington 
has such 
a creative  
culture”
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M I X E D  M E D I A   
Laila O’Brien 

blends sewing, 
painting and video 

for her latest 
installation work 
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  Guiding light
Sally �orburn is manager of the 
Emerging Artists Trust (EAT), an 
organisation that supports talented 
artists at the beginning of their careers  

T E L L  U S  A B O U T  T H E  E M E R G I N G 
A R T I S T S  T R U S T
We run a mentoring program, 
matching experienced professionals 
with upcoming talent. We also provide 
grants, run industry events, and 
provide writers groups. �is support 
helps emerging artists put on a theatre 
work, create an exhibition or to make 
a short film. For people in the early 
stages of their careers, it’s important  
to get that exposure, acclaim and 
varied experience.
W H A T  A R T I S T S  D O  Y O U  S U P P O R T ?
We work with anybody that has a great 
idea and demonstrates talent and 
passion in film, theatre or visual arts. 
We particularly support people who 
want to create a sustainable career  
in the arts. 
W H A T  M A K E S  W E L L I N G T O N  S O 
C R E A T I V E L Y  D I V E R S E ? 
Wellington is known as New Zealand’s 
creative capital, and there’s an ongoing 
abundance of cultural, performing 
arts, visual arts, film and community 
events. Similarly, the emerging artist 
scene in Wellington is incredibly 
vibrant – the city is full of talent. 
eatwellington.org.nz

Insight W E L L I N G T O N

“We work with 
anyone that has 
a great idea and 
demonstrates 
talent”

A R T I S T I C 
S U P P O R T

Sally Thorburn 
gives new talent  
a creative boost  
in their career 
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  Direct collaboration
Chaz Harris, co-founder of Oneshot 
Collective, is working with other 
like-minded filmmakers in 
Wellington to create anthology 
feature film Encounters

T E L L  U S  A B O U T  O N E S H O T  C O L L E C T I V E
Fellow filmmaker Conan McKegg and I 
co-founded Oneshot Collective last year 
to form a group of like-minded 
Wellington filmmakers. We felt we 
were developing scripts but not 
shooting anything so we decided to 
combine our short films and work 
together on each other’s projects. �at 
way we would create a feature film 
piece and also showcase emerging 
talent in Wellington – our final film  
will be called Encounters.
W H Y  I S  W E L L I N G T O N  T H E  B E S T 
P L A C E  T O  D O  T H I S ?
�ere’s a passion in the city to be 
involved in creative projects. I moved 
from the UK to Wellington after 

watching behind-the-scenes footage 
from the Lord of the Rings. People 
working on films here seemed so 
excited about their creative work.  
I thought, “that’s what it should be 
like”, and I’ve absolutely found that  
is the case in Wellington.
W H A T  S U P P O R T  H A V E  Y O U  R E C E I V E D ?
Aside from PledgeMe fundraising 
contributions, key support has come 
from the Emerging Artists Trust, who 
set up a mentorship with producer 
Catherine Fitzgerald, a renowned 
short-film producer. �e industry has 
really got behind us too – bigger 
productions like Peter Jackson’s �e 
Hobbit attract world-class expertise 
to Wellington that wouldn’t be here 
otherwise. As a result, I regularly see 
hugely experienced industry pros 
offering to help new talent.
Chaz’s horror short Awake is part  
of anthology film Encounters,  
due for release early 2016. 
oneshotcollective.co.nz 

৽ਐΞーςΟスト͕
ू·る΢ェリントン

マル・ϒϩ΢ɹ「�0アッϓステアーズ」で
は、アーティストたͪに଍ֻかりを༩えら
れるよう場を提供しています。අ༻をෛ୲
し、లࣔのػ会を得てもらい、作඼ൢചに
もڠ力しています。彼らとの出会い、作඼
の仕上がる޻ఔもָしんでいます。

ϥイϥ・ΦϒϥイΤンɹ௨常はペインティ
ンάとインスλレーシϣンで੍作していま
す。今は༡ֲが୊ࡐで、その場ॴに対して
がテーマ。ここにؾじたงғײ供の時にࢠ
は創造する文化がଘࡏし、異なるख๏が
ަࠩするڥ؀で、互いにܹࢗし߹えます。

チϟズ・ϋリスɹ٭本を書いてましたが、
映画੍作者とڠ力し߹い「ϫンシϣット・コ
レΫティブ」を昨೥立ͪ上げました。ここに
移ってきたのは、「ϩーυ・オブ・β・リンά」
の製作現場を撮影した映૾をݟたあとだ
ったので、ڵฃしましたね。

αリー・ιーόーンɹ「Τマージンά・アー
ティスト・トラスト」には、ϓϩ同࢜が出会
える育੒ϓϩάラϜがあります。ॿ੒ۚ提
供なͲؚめて、ૉ੖らしいアイデアを࣋っ
た人なら୭でもαϙートします。

΢Οϩ΢・マΫファーϨンɹࣸਅが中心で
すが、コンセϓトに߹うものならԿでも取
り入れ୳ࡧしています。৽ਐアーティスト
৆をいただいたことで、自分の作඼に自৴
が࣋てるようになりました。

ϛッジ・マϨーɹ৽ਐアーティスト৆の໨
తは༏लな人たͪをݟ出すこと。৆ۚを
得てೝࣝされることで、Ұ歩先に出られま
す。彼らはিܸతですよ。ެ ஍Ҭのギャ・ڞ
ラリーに加え、作඼をలࣔするカフェやϙ
ッϓアッϓ・ギャラリー、そして/;アートシ
ϣーと、チャンスにあ;れていますからね。
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A N D  A C T I O N !
Chaz Harris loves 
Wellington for its 

dedicated, vibrant 
and creative 
ðlP LQdXstr\


