-
P Jetsta(

M AGAZINE

MOVIES, TV
SHOWS & MORE ON
BOARD NOW. FOR
WHAT'S ON, SEE
PAGE 135

' PIL.US! Hi EW JEWELLERY TREND



WORDS MITCH BROOK « PHOTOS DAMIEN PLEMING




COMEDY FEST

FLYING HIGH
After a comedic
baptism of fire,
Celia Pacquola
now draws fans
here and abroad
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COMEDY FEST

stating one of the things she likes best
about being a stand-up comedian. “If
I stopped doing comedy, I'd really miss
hanging out with funny, interesting,
often insecure people.”

The life of a stand-up comedian is
full of ups and downs, so it’s lucky the
32-year-old has so many people around
her who are full-time funny;, right?

“No, most of the time comics offstage
are terrible bores!” she says. “Often
they’re meaner - a civilian, or non-
comic, might think we’re being quite
harsh, but we’re not. It’s all jokes.”
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“We're just normal people,” she says
— then, with a grin, “with some kind of
mental deficiency and emotional
trauma that led us to this life... ”

It’s clear to see that Celia has felt
pressure in her personal life to be the
joker, which she protests is not her style.
She’s a thoughtful comic, someone who
puts careful planning into a punchline.

“I was never a funny kid,” she says
of her time growing up in Victoria’s

Yarra Valley. “I liked writing, but I
wasn’t the goofball, the loon, the
class clown.”

So where does her humour come
from, if it wasn’t something she
possessed as a child?

“My dad’s very funny. My mum’s
funny without meaning to be - she’s
funny by accident. I think it is actually
from them,” she ponders. “I was a
quiet, sensitive kid.”

She’s still sensitive in the way she
sets up her jokes. In her dry, clever
observational-comedy style, she takes
herself as a prime target for ridicule,
not only as a way to avoid insulting
people but also to ensure her material
is original.

Ilgge talking about myself, I like
self-deprecating stuff,” she says. “So
many people have been doing comedy
for so long... Most things have
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been thought at some stage. What
hasn’t been thought is: me.”

One of her popular shows, Am [
Strange?, used her relationship status
as joke fodder - she had boyfriend
troubles, she said in the show, which
she first noticed when he gifted her
the book He’s Just Not That Into You.
More problems arose because they
were just too different: “I was allergic
to cheese and he hated me,” she said
in her routine. “Allergies, what can
you do?”

Self-deprecation continues in her
current show, Let Me Know How It
All Works Out, which Celia brings
back to the Melbourne International
Comedy Festival this month, after
touring it internationally and
appearing at the invite-only Just For
Laughs festival in Montreal. Doing
the show at MICF last year got her
nominated for the Barry Award -
the gong for the most outstanding
performance at the festival.

“That was the biggest deal in my
whole life!” she says. “It's my favourite
show. It’s a secret shame of mine that
for the last 10 years I've been going to
see psychics. I went to see a palm
reader at a festival in the UK, and
he told me something I didn’t
want to hear. I got into a fight
with him; the show is about ’,_-"
the first time [ said to myself, £
‘What have I been doing?’

“The show is about /
fate and all that [
new-age stuff, but from ('
a real cynical point !
of view;” she says. |
“There’ll be no group %
hugs and we’re not
making dreamcatchers.”
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After school, Celia dreamed of
becoming an actor, and studied
writing and drama at university. What
she enjoyed most was the writing, and
that’s how she tackled her first gig
- by focusing heavily on writing strong
jokes with the hope that “no matter
how bad [ was, they were still good”.

She explains, “I started dating this
comedian and he signed me up for
Raw Comedy, which is the open-mic
national stand-up competition,
without telling me! I had
two weeks to prepare. It
was perfect, because [
don’t know if I would
have signed myself
up for it.”

See Celia here

For updates on Celia, find her at
twitter.com/CeliaPacquola and or
look her up on Facebook

Celia will tour nationally in
2015, and appears at MICF this
month. For the full line-up go to
comedyfestival.com.au

The second series of Utapia will
air on the ABC later this year
Find more comedians at
comedy.com.au
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Whatever she did worked. “I won best
first-time entrant and I thought, ‘Oh,
I've accidentally done pretty well at this.””

That was nine years ago, and Celia
has no intention of changing direction.
With rising acclaim has come her
involvement with a range of side
projects, including the ABC’s Mental
As, a week of programming supporting
Mental Health Week. Her friend and
fellow comic Felicity Ward presented
a show called Felicity’s Mental
Mission about breaking down stigmas
surrounding mental-health issues.

“Felicity asked me to be involved,”
says Celia, who has suffered from
depression and anxiety in the past.
“The only reason I explored mental
health treatments that helped me is
because I saw Hannah Gadsby talking
about it onstage. She made it not a
thing in a cool way... It made me go,
‘Oh yeah!” and it made me feel okay
about looking into it.”

For Celia, comedy wasn’t a way to
work through her problems, and she
doesn’t feel that stand-up should be
any sort of therapy session (“That’s not
fair to your audience; they’ve got their
own problems!”).

“When Felicity asked me I agreed
because I feel like it’s my duty,” she
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A BIT STAGEY
Celia mid-routine;
the comedian with
Working Dog’s
Rob Sitch in
Utopia (below)
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says. “If I can be that person [to help]
someone else, that’s great.”

That’s not the limit of her small-
screen appearances, however. Her TV
career started with a guest role on the
series The Librarians and has
progressed to appearances in Offspring
and the AACTA-award-winning Utopia.

“It happened by accident!” says
Celia of her involvement in TV. Her
career seems to have come full circle
after studying drama at uni, but she
insists she’s not an actor. In fact, being
a comedian has made the whole acting
thing a dream for Celia, who had no
fear of auditions. Meeting her
“heroes”, the team behind Working
Dog Productions, who created Utopia
and Aussie hits Frontline and The
Castle, was a bigger deal for her.

“If you told me 15 years ago that I'd
meet them, let alone work with them...”

While TV might have been an
unplanned step for Celia, she sees her
future in combining it with the skills
she’s honed while doing stand-up.

“The next thing [ haven’t done is to
write my own narrative sitcom,” she
says. “Which is terrifying. But I'm
working on that.”
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